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Town of Wenham  
Conservation Commission  
Meeting Minutes of April 12, 2021 
Town Hall, 138 Main Street 
_______________________________________________________________________________________________ 
Pursuant to the Open Meeting Law, M.G.L. Chapter 30 A, §18-25, written notice posted by the Town Clerk delivered to all 
Commissioners, a meeting of the Conservation Commission was held on Monday April 12, yes 2021 at 7pm. Due to the 
COVID19 Virus pandemic, and restrictions concerning in-person gatherings ordered by the Governor, this meeting took place virtually on Zoom.       
The Chair announced the meeting was being recorded and those present. 
The Conservation Commission’s role is to preserve and protect the integrity of wetland systems in the Town. The Commission 
derives its authority from the Massachusetts Wetlands Protection Act and the Wenham Water Resources Protection Bylaw.  
The Commission is also responsible for the promotion and sound development of the natural resources and protection of the 
watershed resources of the community.  The Commission may receive gifts, bequests or devises of interests in land, subject to 
the approval of the Board of Selectmen. 
Commissioners are appointed by the Selectmen for a three-year term: Leo Maestranzi (2021); Kenneth Whittaker (2021);         
Phillip Colarusso (2022); Malcolm Reid (2022); Jeff Ham (2022); Michael Novak (2023); One open seat. 
  
• Call to order - With a quorum present, Mr. Colarusso called the meeting to order at 7pm.  
Commissioners present: P. Colarusso, Chair; L. Maestranzi; J. Ham; M. Reid, K. Whittaker.   Not present: M. Novak 
Also Present:  Margaret Hoffman, Planning Coordinator/Interim Conservation Coordinator; Catherine Tinsley, Recording 
Secretary 
 
Administrative Business:  
• 97 – 115 Larch Row Emergency Certificate:  Discussion and possible vote on emergency certificate for remediation work 

on possibly contaminated site pending DEP approval  
Ms. Hoffman gave an overview of a situation that began over the weekend. A  burn permit was issued to the owner of 97-115 
Larch Row for Saturday April 10.  The burn pile became a fire during the night in an open field on that property.  The fire 
department responded and used 4,000 gallons of water to extinguish the fire. A variety of potentially toxic & hazardous material 
was found in the debris including such items as paint & aerosol cans, rubber & plastic materials, suitcases, tiles, couch, etc. The 
fire department contacted DEP (Department of Environmental Protection) that chemicals possibly seeped into the ground 
within 100 feet of the wetlands.  The burn area (estimated) was 60’ long x 20’wide x 3 feet high. 
Ms. Hoffman along with Commissioner Whittaker did a site visit on Monday. The property owner, Dr. Pan is cooperative.  The 
concern remains that rainfall could spread the contamination and the pile of materials has been covered with tarps. 
DEP issued a Notice of Responsibility and is overseeing the clean-up.  As the property owner, Dr. Pan is responsible to hire a firm 
for the clean-up and submit the plan to DEP.  Once DEP approves the clean-up plan, the town will be notified.  The 
Commissioners may need to take action during the process and include the Board of Health to evaluate the site, specifically an 
abandoned green house.   Ms. Hoffman will be looking at possible zoning violations. 
  
• Regulation update – Weston & Sampson 
The Town is partnering with Weston & Sampson to modernize, update, and make consistent the Zoning Bylaws, Subdivision 
Regulations, Stormwater Regulations by reducing the jargon, removing outdated regulations, identifying areas in the regulations 
that could be amended to address climate change and those areas that create barriers for better development. 
Ms. Hoffman is working with Weston & Sampson Planner Caroline Wells.  Ms. Wells was present and gave a brief overview of 
the project. Ms. Wells noted that the town received two grants accelerate climate resiliency in the community with advanced 
strategies against climate control. 

1. Metropolitan Area Planning Council (MAPC) 
2. The Executive Office of Energy and Environmental Affairs 

Ms. Wells explained this is a long process that begins with the research phase, followed by a set of alternative guidelines and 
discussions / public forums of what is the best for Wenham. Ms. Wells will also look at other communities. 
On a side note, Mr. Whittaker mentioned that Hamilton is proposing a rewrite of their Wetlands Bylaws. 
Ms. Hoffman added that changes to the town Bylaws must be voted at Town Meeting.  
 
• Training on Town’s new ECode website  
Ms. Hoffman reviewed that years ago General Code was engaged to make consistent the format of the General Bylaws.  
The project is complete and the General Bylaws are now searchable  on the town website.  Ms. Hoffman referenced the town’s 
website on screen share an demonstrated the online access.   
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• Update on Spring Hill Subdivision 
Ms. Hoffman informed the commission that the Town received the first Erosion Report on April 12, 2021 from Elizabeth 
Wallis, PWS Hayes Engineering, Wetland Scientist for Spring Hill since November 2020; an Erosion Report is required each 
month.   Ms. Hoffman gave an overview of the work required at this time and said Spring Hill was told to have the work done 
by the end of this week.  

o New erosion control blankets and wattles 
o Bare soil lot 4 and 8 needs stabilization  
o Machines stored on lot 6  tracking sediment onto sidewalk / roadway 
o Clearing additional trees lot 15  - must be stabilized; the Tree Warden flagged trees to be removed 
o Sidewalk / roadways need to be swept/ cleared of sand 
o Wetland area cleaned from silt (Last year)  

 
The preexisting dwelling located on the property of 83 Dodges Row, was renovated and has sold as an affordable unit of Spring 
Hill.  
Ms. Hoffman informed the commissioners that the DEP contact has not responded to her requests.   
 
• Approve Meeting Minutes:  February 22, 2021 & February 22, 2021 Joint meeting with ZBA  
The minutes were held for review 
 
• Other matters, as may not have been reasonably anticipated by the Chair (Discussion Only)  
Ms. Hoffman reviewed a request for a Certificate of Compliance for 8 Walnut Lane that will be on the next meeting agenda. Ms. 
Hoffman questioned if an Engineer would be required noting the work was done in 2003. It was decided that Ms. Hoffman 
would make a site visit and report back to the Commissioners.  
 
Ms. Hoffman reported that interviews are completed for the new Conservation Coordinator.  One person has been offered the 
position and the background is  being conducted. 
 
• Adjourn - The Commissioners voted unanimously by roll call to adjourn at 7:44 pm. 
 
 
 
 
Respectfully Submitted By  
Catherine Tinsley 
4.13.21 
 
 
 


